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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: + 

1 . An interchangeable cover for a mobile communications device comprising: 

a resilient semi-rigid shell including a front face and a back face commonly connected 
to a side portion and having a substantially/U-shaped profile adapted to wrap around a 
substantial portion of a front, back and side of the mobile communications device upon 
assembly over the mobile communications device. 

2. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the resilient semi-rigid shell is adapted 
to be secured to the mobile communications device without any fasteners. 

3. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device has 
a profile that is substantially trapezoidal in shape and the substantially U-shaped profile of 
the resilient semi-rigid shell is configured such that a distance between the front face and the 
back face is greater at a root o^the U than at ends of the U such that the resilient semi-rigid 
shell is adapted to clasp aroun^ the trapezoidal profile of the mobile communications device 
upon assembly of the interchangeable cover over the mobile communications device. 


4. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
includes a keypad including a plurality of keypad buttons, and the front face of the 
interchangeable cover ^eludes a plurality of openings through which respective keypad 
buttons extend upon assembly of the interchangeable cover over the mobile communications 
device so as to enable a user to activate the keypad buttons. 
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5. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising a keypad operatively 
coupled to the front face including a plurality of keypad buttons, and means for coupling 
signals produced via an activation of said plurality of ^eypad buttons to the mobile 
communications device. 


6. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
includes a set of keypad buttons and one or more input buttons apart from the set of keypad 
buttons, and wherein the front face of the interchangeable cover includes one or more 
openings defined therein through which said one or more input buttons pass upon assembly 
of the interchangeable cover over the mobile communications device to enable a user to 
activate said one or more input buttons. 


7. The interchangeable cover of^claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
includes a keypad including a plurality of keypad switches, further comprising a membrane 
operative coupled upon assembly to an inside of the front face including a plurality of dumb 
buttons that are used to activate/corresponding respective keypad switches on the mobile 
communications device. 


8. The interchangeable/cover of claim 7, wherein the mobile communications device 
further includes one or more input switches apart from the plurality of keypad switches, 
further comprising a membrane operatively coupled upon assembly to an inside portion of the 
resilient semi-rigid side including one ore more dumb buttons that are used to active 
corresponding respe</ive input switches on the mobile communications device. 


9. The interchangeable cover of claim 9, wherein said one or more input switches 
include a plurality of switches disposed on a side of the mobile communications device. 
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1 10. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the^mobile communications device 

2 includes a display and the front face of the resilient semi-rigid shell further includes an 

3 aperture defined therein that enables a user to view the display when the interchangeable 

4 cover is assembled over the mobile communications device. 

1 11. The interchangeable cover of claim 10, further including a lens disposed within the 

2 aperture. / 

1 12. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further including a cutout region defined in the 

2 front face extending inwardly from a mi^portion thereof to enable actuation of one or more 

3 input buttons disposed on a front side of the mobile communications device upon assembly 

1 13. The interchangeable cover of claim 12, wherein the cutout region comprises a 

2 radiused-V-shape configxiration^extending across a substantial portion of the front face. 

1 14. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising a first substantially U- 

- 2 shaped cutout defined in the^side portion so as to extend inwardly from a first end of the side 

3 portion, said first substantially U-shaped cutout defining respective shoulders in the front and 

4 back faces. / 

1 15. The interchangeable cover of claim 14, further comprising a second substantially U- 

2 shaped cutout defined in the side portion so as to extend inwardly from a second end of the 

3 side portion opposite of the first end, said second substantially U-shaped cutout defining 

4 respective shoulders in the front and back faces. 
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16. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein/the mobile communications device 
includes one or more side input buttons disposed on/a side of the mobile communications 
device that is substantially covered by the side portion of the semi-rigid shell upon assembly, 
further including one or more corresponding openings defined in the side portion through 
which said one or more side input buttons respectively pass upon assembly to enable a user to 
activate said one or more side input button(s). 

17. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising at least one input button 
operatively coupled to the front face ofythe resilient semi-rigid shell and means for coupling 
signals produced via an activation/of said at least one input button to the mobile 
communications device. 


18. The interchangeable cojer of claim 1, further comprising at least one input button 
operatively coupled to the back face of the resilient semi-rigid shell and means for coupling 
signals produced via an activation of said at least one input button to the mobile 
communications device. 


19. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising at least one input button 
operative coupled to me side portion of the resilient semi-rigid shell and means for coupling 
signals produced via an activation of said at least one input button to the mobile 
communications de/ice. 


20. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising one or more inwardly 
extending protmisions defined in at least one of the front face and/or back face that are 
adapted to fit into (a) respective recess(es) defined in a front and/or back side of the mobile 
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communications device upon assemble of the interchangeable cover over the mobile 
communications device. 

21. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of inwardly 
extending cleats defined in at least one of the front face and/or back face that are adapted to 
engage respective recesses defined in a front and/or/back side of the mobile communications 
device upon assemble of the interchangeable cover over the mobile communications device 
so as to assist in securing the interchangeable coyer to the mobile communications device. 

22. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the front face further includes a 
plurality of speaker slots that are used to/ enable audible speaker signals produced by the 
mobile communications device to pass through the interchangeable cover upon assembly to 
the mobile communications device. 


23. The interchangeable cover ©f claim 1, wherein the front face further includes a 
microphone slot configured to enables verbal user input to be received by a microphone 
disposed within the mobile communications device. 


24. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising: 
an ornamental design/disposed over the front face; and 

a design containing/ndicia corresponding to at least one business entity on the back 

face. 

25. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, further comprising: 
an ornamental design disposed over the front face; and 
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a first design containing indicia corresponding to a first business entity disposed on 
the back face; and 

a second design containing indicia corresponding to a second business entity disposed 
on the back face. 

26. The interchangeable cover 9f claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
comprises a cellular phone. 

27. The interchangeable cpver of claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
comprises a personal digital assistant device. 


28. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
comprises a two-way pager. 


29. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the mobile communications device 
comprises a pocket PC. 


30. The interchangeable cover of claim 1, wherein the resilient semi-rigid shell has an 
arcuate segment configuration when viewed from a plan view. 


31. An/interchangeable cover for a mobile communications device having a body with a 
substantially tetrahedral profile, a front peripheral lip defined around a peripheral portion of a 
front otfthe body and a back peripheral lip defined around a peripheral portion of a back of 
the body, comprising: 

/ a resilient semi-rigid shell including a front face and a back face commonly connected 
to /a side portion and having substantially U-shaped profile adapted to wrap around a 
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substantial portion of the front, back and a side of the bod^of the mobile communications 
device and being secured to the mobile communications device by means of extending 
portions of the front and back faces that clasp around the substantially tetrahedral profile of 
the body, and whereupon assembly exterior edges of the front face and back faces are 
disposed adjacent to the front and back peripheral lips/ respectively. 


32. The interchangeable cover of claim 31, farther including a radiused V-shaped cutout 
region defined in the front face extending inwardly from a mid-portion thereof to enable 
actuation of one or more input buttons disposed on the front of the mobile communications 
device upon assembly of the interchangeable'cover over the mobile communications device. 


33. The interchangeable cover of daim 31, further comprising a pair of substantially U- 
shaped cutouts defined in the side portion so as to extend inwardly from opposing ends of the 
side portion, each of said substantially U-shaped cutouts defining respective pairs of 
shoulders in the front and back^kces of the resilient semi-rigid shell that are disposed 
adjacent inwardly extending portions of the front and back peripheral lips so as to partially 
encapsulate each of the front /and back faces within the front and back peripheral lips upon 
assembly. 


34. The interchangeable cover of claim 31, further comprising a pair of substantially U- 
shaped cutouts defined in the side portion so as to extend inwardly from opposing ends of the 
side portion, eacl/ of said substantially U-shaped cutouts defining respective pairs of 
shoulders in the' front and back faces of the resilient semi-rigid shell that are disposed 
adjacent inwardly extending portions of the front and back peripheral lips so as to partially 
encapsulat^each of the front and back faces within the front and back peripheral lips upon 
assembly 
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35. The interchangeable cover of claim 34, wherein ah audible click is produced when the 
shoulders of the resilient semi-rigid shell pass over adjacent mating portions defined in the 
peripheral lip of the mobile communications device upon assembly of the interchangeable 
cover to the mobile communications device. 


36. The interchangeable cover of claim 31, wherein the mobile communications device 
includes a keypad including a plurality of/keypad switches, further comprising a membrane 
operative coupled upon assembly to an^inside of the front face including a plurality of dumb 
buttons that are used to activate corresponding respective keypad switches on the mobile 
communications device. 


37. The interchangeable cover of claim 36, wherein the mobile communications device 
further includes one or more input switches apart from the plurality of keypad switches, 
further comprising a membrane operatively coupled upon assembly to an inside portion of the 
resilient semi-rigid sid^/including one ore more dumb buttons that are used to active 
corresponding respective input switches on the mobile communications device. 


38. The interchangeable cover of claim 31, wherein the mobile communications device 
includes a display and the front face of the resilient semi-rigid shell further includes an 
aperture defined therein that enables a user to view the display when the interchangeable 
cover is assembled over the mobile communications device. 


39. T^he interchangeable cover of claim 38, further including a lens disposed within the 
aper 
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40. A method of distributing advertisement/comprising: 

/ 

authorizing manufacture of a plurality of interchangeable phone covers adapted to be 
attached to compatible mobile communications devices, each interchangeable cover 
comprising a front side and a back sid/commonly connected to a side portion, the back side 
including indicia corresponding to ai least one business entity; 

distributing the interchangeable phone covers to end users for attachment to 
compatible mobile communications devices used by the end users; and 

receiving compensation from said at least one business entity. 


4L The method /of claim 40, wherein the indicia comprises a plurality of marks 
corresponding to /respective business entities, and compensation is received from said 
respective business entities. 
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